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Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

Spurious 

"Prohibition  Will  Work  a 
Great  Injury  to  the  Cause  of 

Temperance" 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


THE  LINCOLN  CIRCULAR. 

The  National  Temperance  Society  has 
published  a  facsimile  of  the  circular  by 
wliich  the  recent  local  option  election  in 
Atlanta  was  lost.  The  Society  calls  it  an 
Infamous  Whiskey  Forgery."  It  bears 
as  a  heading,  in  large  type,  the  words: 
"FOR  LIBERTY. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  PKOCLAM ATION. ' ' 

Below  these  lines  is  a  picture  of  Lincoln 
with  one  hand  grasping  that  of  a  kneel- 
ing Negro,  and  the  other  pointing  up- 
ward. One  foot  is  on  the  shackles  which 
have  fallen  from  the  slave,  whose  wife 
and  children  are  standing  near.  Below 
the  picture  are  these  words,  attributed  to 
Mr.  Lincoln: 

'•Prohibition  will  work  great  injury  to 
Che  cause  of  temperance.  It  is  a  species  of 
intemperance  within  itself,  for  it  goes  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  reason,  in  that  it  at- 
tempts to  control  a  man's  appetite  by  legis- 
lation and  in  making  crimes  out  oi  things 
that  are  not  crimes.  A  prohibitory  law 
strikes  a  blow  at  the  very  principles  on 
which  our  Government  was  founded.  I 
have  always  been  found  laboring  to  protect 
the  weaker  classes  from  the  stronger,  and  I 
can  never  give  my  consent  to  such  a  law  as 
you  propose  to  enact.  Until  my  tongue  be 
silenced  in  death,  I  will  continue  to  fight 
for  the  rights  of  man." 
Then  follows  the  appeal: 

Colored  voter,  he  appeals  to  you  to  pro- 
tect the  liberty  he  has  bestowed  upon  you. 
Will  you  go  hack  on  his  advice  'i   Look  to 
your  rights!  Read  and  act!   Vote  for  the 
Sale!"    /\'*Y.    c^kAJ^)^^-0-^*  '' 
The  last  three  sentences  were  in  large^djs- 
!  plav  type.          f     f  5  ~  f  c£^*  » 
No  device  could  have  been  better 
adapted  to  reach  and  move  the  colored 
vote.  Those  who  could  not  read  could,  as 
the  late  William  Tweed  said  of  the  carica- 
tures of  the  Tweed  Ring,  get  the  meaning 
of  the  picture  at  a  glance.  They  all  know 
the  figure  of  Lincoln,  and  his  very  name 
'  casts  a  spell  over  them.    If  Lincoln  had 
spoken  thus  against  Prohibition  in  defense 
of  the  "  rights  of  man,"  they  must  be  do- 
ing right  in  voting  "  For  the  Sale." 

Did  Mr.  Lincoln  ever  use  the  words  at- 
tributed to  him?   The  National  Temper- 
ance Soeiety  says  No;  they  are  a  "base 
forgery";  but  it  does  not  give  the  ground 
of  its  denial.    It  simply  makes  denial  and 
gives  some  extracts  from  one  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's addresses,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the 
slavery  of  intemperance  as  viler  than  Af- 
rican slavery,  and  looks  forward  to  the 
day  when  there  shall  be  neither  "  slave 
nor  drunkard  on  the  earth."   The  lan- 
guage is  utterly  inconsistent,  as  indeed 
were  Mr.  Lincoln's  personal  habits,  with 
friendship  for  the  Saloon;  but  it  is,  never- 
theless, possible  that  he  might  have  used 
this    language    and   still   be  opposed 
to    the    application    of    the  princi- 
ple of  Prohibition,  as  a  method  of  manu- 
mitting the  si  .ve  of  the  cup.   This  is 
possible,  we  say,  and  therefore  the  ad 
J  dress  is  not  conclusive  proof  that  the  par- 
1  agraph  attributed  to  him  by  the  Atlanta 


circular  is  a  forgery.    Conclusive  proof, 
however,- is  difficult  in  such  a  case;  and 
the  fact  that  no  denial  (so  far  as  we  are 
aware)  has  been  given  to  the  charge  of 
forgery  is  certainly   a   presumption  in 
favor  of  the  truth  of  the  charge.  Wish- 
ing, however,   to  get  further  light,  if 
possible,  we  wrote  to  Col.  John  Hay,  j 
who  was  private  secretary  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  I 
and  who,  it  is  safe  to  say,  knows  more  \ 
about  his  addresses  and  writings  than  any 
other  man  except  Mr.  Nicolay.    We  have 
from  Colonel  Hay  the  following  reply: 

Dear  i'<;-: — It.  is  hard  to  assert  or  prove 
an  exhaustive  negative — Our  neither  Mr. 
Nicolay  nor  I  have  ever  come  across  this 
passage  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  Works,  which  we 
have  been  several  years  compiling. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  Hay. 
Washington,  D.  C,  Jan.  9th. 
This  letter  gives  very  strong  presump- 
tive proof  that  the  charge  of  forgery  is 
true.  The  forgery,  if  forgery  it  was,  was 
of  the  basest  character;  and  no  effort 
should  be  spared  to  make  the  matter  a 
moral  certainty,  and  to  lay  the  crime  at 
the  door  of  the  Saloon,  where  so  many 
other  crimes  have  been  laid  awaiting  a  day 
of  judgment. 


» 


THE   NEW  VOICE 

SLANDERING  LINCOLN 


Liquor  Dealers  of  Texas  Perpetuate  the  Fraud  in- 
vented by  the  Saloon  Men  of  Atlanta— A  Foul 
Prostitution  of  the  Memory  of  the  Great 
Emancipator 


7 


THE  GREAT  STATESMAN'S  REAL  POSITION 


Dallas,  Texas,  July  17—  (Special 
correspondence).— The  liquor  dealers 
of  Texas  are  flooding  the  country  with 
a  circular  containing  fake  denuncia- 
tions of  Prohibition  and  arguments 
for  license.  The  circular  is  headed, 
"Read  the  Truth  about  Prohibition", 
and  presents  such  startlingly  valuable 
witnesses  as  the  notorious  Governor 
Boies  of  Iowa,  Lewelling  of  Kansas, 
together  with  a  miscellaneous  assort- 
ment of  saloon  supporters  among  poli- 
ticians and  preachers.  One  column 
is  given  to  the  opinions  of  men,  the 
most  of  whom  are  supposed  to  have 
been  statesmen,  Samuel  J.  Tilden  and 
Horatio  Seymour  being  quoted  there 
with  their  well-known  views  against 
■•sumptuary  legislation".  At  the  head 
of  this  column  appears  an  opinion 
attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln  read- 
ing as  follows: 

Prohibition  will  work  great  injury  to 
the  temperance  cause.  It  is  a  species  of 
intemperance  within  itself,  for  it  goes 
beyond  the  bounds  of  reason  in  that  it 
attempts  to  control  a  man's  appetite  by 
legislation,  and  in  making  crimes  out  of 
things  which  are  not  crimes.  A  Prohibi- 
tion law  strikes  a  blow  at  the  very  prin- 
ciples on  which  our  government  is  found- 
ed. I  always  have  been  laboring  to  protect 
the  weak  against  the  strong,  and  I  can 
never  give  my  consent  to  such  a  law  as 
you  propose  to  enact.  Until  my  tongue 
shall  be  silenced  in  death  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  fight  for  the  rights  of  man. 


The  antique  fake  which,  as  shown 
in  the  above  correspondence,  the 
liquor  dealers  of  Texas  are  again 
working  upon  the  people  of  that  state 
is  one  that  has  already  been  repeat- 
edly exposed  by  The  Voice  and  The 
New  Voice.  Abraham  Lincoln  never 
uttered  a  word  of  the  statement  here 
attributed  to  him.  Not  the  first  frag- 
ment of  proof  has  ever  been  presented 
to  indicate  that  any  of  the  ideas  are 
such  as  were  held  by  him  upon  the 
subject.  The  pretended  testimony  is 
a  fabrication,  pure  and  simple. 

The  Falsehood's  Origin    .    .  . 

The  falsehood  first  appeared  as  a 
part  of  the  campaign  of  villainy  of  the 
liquor  men  in  the  local  option  contest 
in  Atlanta  some  thirteen  years  ago. 
A  flaming  poster  was  distributed  rep- 
resenting Lincoln  in  the  act  of  strik- 


ing the  shackles  from  the  slave  and 
presenting  this  wretched  nonsense 
quoted  above  as  a  statement  made  by 
him.  The  result  was  the  securing  of 
a  large  number  of  negro  votes  for  the 
liquor  interests.  Later  the  same  false- 
hood was  sowed  broadcast  in  Dakota, 
being  published  in  such  papers  as  the 
Sioux  City  Leader,  for  the  purpose 
of  influencing  the  people  in  the  Pro- 
hibition contest  in  that  state.  Still 
later  it  was  used  by  the  liquor  men 
of  Nebraska  in  their  rascauy  and 
criminal  campaign  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  saloon  in  that  state,  and 
was  spread  broadcast  by  the  notorious 
Omaha  Bee. 

Refuted  by  Nicolay    .    .  . 

In  1889  The  Voice  submitted  the 
statement  to   Mr.   John   G.  Nicolay, 

one  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  private  secre- 
taries during  his  Presidency  and  the 
joint  author  with  Mr.  Hay,  now  Sec- 
retary of  State,  of  the  ten-volume  Life 
of  Lincoln.  Mr.  Nicolay  in  a  letter 
which  was  published  in  The  Voice 
on  August  15,  1889,  declared  the 
statement  spurious  and  further  as- 
serted that  in  all  the  vast  collection 
of  the  speeches  and  sayings  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  which  he  and  Mr.  Hay  had 
gathered  together  there  was  not  any- 
where "any  speech,  letter,  document 
or  reported  conversation  by  him  on 
the  subject  of  Prohibition". 

Lincoln's   Temperance   Views    .    .  . 

A  failure  on  Mr.  Lincoln's  part  to 
say  anything  definite  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Prohibition  might  readily  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  almost  his 
whole  public  life  was  occupied  with 
the  consideration  of  the  slavery  ques- 
tion and  that  the  Prohibition  ques- 
tion as  such  was  something  upon 
which  he  was  never  called  to  take 
action.  However,  his  views  both  con- 
cerning the  drink  habit  and  the  drink 
traffic  are  well-known.  His  famous 
Washington's  birthday  speech  has 
been  frequently  quoted  and  was  given 
by  The  New  Voice  to  its  readers  only 
a  few  months  ago.  In  that  speech, 
delivered  at  Springfield,  111.,  on  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1842,  before  the  Washing- 
tonian  Society  at  a  meeting  held  in 
the  Second  Presbyterian  church,  Mr. 
Lincoln  said: 

Whether  or  not  the  world  would  be 
vastly  benefited  by  a  total  and  final  ban- 


ishment from  it  of  all  intoxicating 
drinks,  seems  to  me  not  now  an  open 
question.  Three-fourths  of  mankind  con- 
fess the  affirmative  with  their  tongues; 
and,  I  believe,  all  the  rest  acknowledge 
it  in  their  hearts.  Ought  any,  then,  to 
refuse  their  aid  in  doing  what  the  good  of 
the  whole  demands?  . 

To  all  the  living,  everywhere,  we 
cry,  "Come,  sound  the  moral  trump, 
that  these  may  arise  and  stand 
up  an  exceeding  great  army!  Come  from 
the  four  winds,  O  breath!  and  breathe 
upon  these  slain,  that  they  may  live". 
If  the  relative  grandeur  of  revolutions 
shall  be  estimated  by  the  great  amount  of 
human  misery  they  alleviate,  and  the 
small  amount  they  inflict,  then,  Indeed, 
will  this  be  the  grandest  the  world  shall 
ever  have  seen. 

On  an  earlier  occasion,  meeting  a 
gathering  of  his  heighbors  at  a  bridge 
building  bee,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  asked 
to  take  a  drink  from  a  barrel  of 
whisky.  With  an  exhibition  of  his 
marvelous  strength  he  lifted  the  bar- 
rel and  took  a  mouthful  of  the  liquid 
from  the  bung.  Immediately  ejecting 
the  liquor  from  his  mouth,  he  set 
down  the  barrel  and  said,  as  quoted 
in  Dr.  Browne's  "Abraham  Lincoln 
and  the  Men  of  His  Times": 

My  friends,  you  will  do  well  and  the 
best  you  can  with  it  to  empty  this  bar- 
rel of  liquor  on  the  ground  as  I  threw  the 
little  part  of  it  out  of  my  mouth.  It  is 
not  on  moral  grounds  alone  that  I  am 
giving  you  this  advice;  but  you  are 
strong,  healthy,  and  rugged  people.  It  is 
as  true  that  you  are  so  now  that  you  can 
not  remain  so  if  you  indulge  your  appe- 
tite in  alcoholic  drinks.  You  cannot  re- 
tain your  health  and  strength  if  you  con- 
tinue the  habit,  and  when  you  lose  them, 
neither  you  nor  your  children  are  likely 
to  regain  them.  As  a  good  friend,  with- 
out counting  the  distress  and  wreckage 
of  mind,  let  me  advise,  that  if  you  wish 
to  remain  healthy  and  strong,  turn  it 
away  from  your  lips. 

Lincoln   Endorses  Prohibition    .    .  . 

In  at  least  one  place  Mr.  Lincoln's 
views  regarding  Prohibition  are  upon 
record.  On  January  23,  1853,  while 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  living  at  Springfield, 
111.,  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Smith  deliv- 
ered an  address  in  that  city,  in  which 
he  said: 

The  liquor  traffic  is  a  cancer  in  society, 
eating  out  its  vitals  and  threatening  de- 
struction; and  all  attempts  to  regulate 
it  will  not  only  prove  abortive  but  ag- 
gravate the  evil.  No,  there  must  be  no 
more  attempts  to  regulate  the  cancer;  it 
must  be  eradicated;  not  a  root  must  be 
left  behind,  for  until  this  be  done  all 
classes  must  continue  exposed  to  become 
the  victims  of  strong  drink,  and  the  woe 
in  the  text  must  abide  upon  us,  "Woe  un- 
to him  that  giveth  his  neighbor  drink, 
that  putteth  thy  bottle  to  him".    .   .  . 

The  most  effectual  [remedy]  would  be 
the  passage  of  a  law  altogether  abolish- 
ing the  liquor  traffic,  except  for  mechan- 
ical, chemical,  medicinal  and  sacramen- 
tal purposes,  and  so  framed  that  no 
principle  of  the  Constitution  of  the  state 
or  of  the  United  States  be  violated.    .    .  . 

If,  however,  the  enaction  of  such  a  law 
cannot  now  be  obtained,  still  let  every 
friend  of  temperance  frown  upon  all  ef- 
forts at  regulating  the  cancer.  Any 
license  law,  however  stringent,  must 
eventually  increase  the  evil.  Much  better 
to  leave  the  liquor-seller  to  the  freedom 
of  his  own  will  and  to  conduct  the  traf- 
fic at  his  own  hazard,  but  hold  him  re- 
sponsible for  the  evil  that  he  does. 


On  tlie  next  day,  January  24,  1853, 
there  was  written  to  Dr.  Smith  in  the 
city  of  Springfield  a  letter  which  read: 
The  Rev.  James  Smith,  D.  D. 

Sir:— The  undersigned,  having  listened 
with  great  satisfaction  to  the  discourse 
on  the  subject  of  temperance  delivered 
by  you  last  evening,  and  believing  that  if 
it  were  published  and  circulated  among 
the  people  it  would  be  productive  of  good, 
would  respectfully  request  a  copy  there- 
of for  publication. 

One  of  the  signatures  appended  to 
this  letter  is  the  immortal  "A.  Lin- 
coln", so  well  known  afterward  upon 
the  state  documents  of  the  United 

States. 

The  address,  together  with  the  let- 
ter, was  published  in  a  little  sixteen 
page  pamphlet  at  Springfield  in  1853. 
Inasmuch  as  there  was  at  that  time 
no  small  discussion  of  the  Prohibition 
question  in  Illinois,  the  presence  of 
the  name  of  Lincoln  in  this  document 
is  testimony  to  the  position  occupied 
by  him  upon  the  subject  of  Prohibi- 
tion. 

Of  course  it  is  entirely  useless  to 
expect  that  the  liquor  interests  will 
cease  to  misrepresent  and  slander  the 
great  statesman  whose  memory  they 
are  thus  prostituting  to  the  service 
of  the  devil;  but  with  these  facts  In 
hand  the  people  of  Texas  ought  to  be 
able  to  successfully  combat  the  fraud. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

The  liquor  traffic  is  a  cancer  in  society,  eating  out  its  vitals  and  threut- 
etiin/j  destruction;  and  all  attempts  to  regulate  it  will  not  only  prove  abort- 
ive but  aggravate  the  evil.  .  .  .  The  most  effectual  [remedy]  icould  be  the 
passage  of  a  law  altogether  abolishing  the  liquor  traffic,  except  for  mechani- 
cal, chemical,  medicinal  and  sacramental  purposes. — Extract  from  an  address 
approved  by  Abraham  Lincoln  January  2Jf,  1853. 


wtiCom  Aim  pbohibition. 

New  York  Times, Frifey  April  28,  1922.     Pare  la. 
To  the  Lditor  of  the  Hew  fork  Times: 

In  your  issue  of  April  8, appears  an  article  from  Charles  Taber 

in  substance  on. 


a^ton  tha'tah 


a  pertain 

rir»ft«"M^  T^I^^iT ^"^2^  ""''"■•■lis  x/o  x,n©  question  m  dispute( 

not,nn  „  +      OSS i  -  St,out  intend  t0  convey  the  impression  that  in  making  the 

^I!!?8!.-:  'V*  ^  °ther  tiae  °r  place       iincoln  *sed  the  language 
^  +  S°'Wi11  hS  ^  the  time  and  place  and  state  definitely 

Mncoln^Ln^sn^  T^^/Tt^  any    ^"itative  or  reliable  record  of  Mr 
J"  "  S^h  a  "^^^tfinita  question  that  it  can  be  answered  in  very 

re  nested* iw  ^b?^lchallen^ * .Stout  or  any  else  to  sho*  in  the  manner  here 
tSqS;^5aSf1?6J5S2£.,eJ«,laid      ^ohlbition.  Will  work  great  WXMZ  injury 


Charles  Scanlon.      Pittsburgh,  Pa. ,    April  18,  i*£2, 
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them  to  vote  against  Prohibition. 

"That  the  Rev.  Sam  Jones,  Henry  W.  Grady ,  this  affiant 
and  many  other  speakers  then  openly  denounced  the  purported  words 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  be  a  flagrant  forgery,  defied  discovery  of 
them  in  any  reported  utterances  of  Lincoln,  and  offered  a 
reward  for  proof  of  their  genuineness  but  no  one  offered  suoh 
proof.    Nevertheless  the  negroes  believed  them  at  the  time  and 
voted  almost  unanimously  for  the  wet  cause  and  gave  it  the  verv 
small  majority  it  obtained.  ~  * 

"That  some  time  after  the  excitement  of  the  campaign 
had  disappeared  this  affiant  in  conversation  with  Col,  John  B. 
Goodwin,  who  had  been  the  director  of  the  Anti-Prohibition  forces 
in  said  campaing,  T;as  told  by  Col.  Gccdwin  that  he  himself  devised 
the  circular  in  question,  composed  the  alleged  words  of  Linooln 
so  as  to  attract  the  adhesion  of  the  colored  voters  and  had  done  so 
because  to  win  them  was  the  forlorn  hope  of  the  wets,  the  county  at 
that  time  being  under  a  Prohibition  law.  ' 

Or™*  qiT./«S1;vi0?d5ln  WJS  fuSs©^e^ly  mayor  of  Atlanta  and 
SeSl  e,Jf  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  then  Grand 
scribe  of  the  same,  located  in  Baltimore  where  he  died  in  a  verv 
recent  year.8  * 


notary  Aian  B.  Prosire  in  the  county  of  Arlington,  Va.,  June  6,  1922. 

»?*;«?Unf*  sa7?  that  Co1,  Sml1  ln  sanding  the  affidavit 
*S!f?4«JJ  diV?J  f3alize  °^  conversation  that  the 

rectification  of  that  xoarbaok  was  so  Important  as  it  now  appears  to 

been  «n  kil1  contemptible  lie  that  has 

been  so  persistently  circulated  by  the  boose  interests.  However^ 

ttel  Sfii  «L*i™iVega*d  !°Ltrui?  that  th*  Probabilities  are  that 
they  will  continue  to  repeat  it.    ftiose  who  revere  the  name  of 

USSl  2  whenever  they  see  this  fake  Anti-Prohibition  statement 

it  withethrtrueaflotsth0y  hSar  U  r9pe>a1;9d  should  Promptly  refute 

few      ■       L<3J  u  bQ  known  that  it  was  written  and  put  in  circulation 


AUTHORSHIP  OF  ANTI-PROHIBITION 
SCREED  CREDITED  TO  LINCOLN  IS 
ADMITTED  BY  GEORGIA  WET  LEAI 

Statement  Attributed  to  Great  Emancipator  Widely  Circulated  by 
Liquor  Advocates  in  Wet  and  Dry  Campaigns ;  Challenged 
Repeatedly  for  Proof  Which  Could  Not  be  Produced 


WROTE  SCREED  TO  WIN  THE  NEGRO  VOTE  IN  LOCAL  FIGHT 


It  Saved  the  Day  for  Booze  in  That  Battle  and  Wets  Have  Given 
It  World-wide  Circulation;  Efforts  to  Prove  Lincoln  Author 
Failed ;  Drys  Have  Positive  Evidence  of  Origin  of  Fake 


SAM  SMALL  MADE  AFFIDAVIT  OF  AUTHOR'S  CONFESSION  OF  DECEPTION 


Dr.  Duncan  C.  Milner,  of  Chicago,  Lincoln  Student,  Makes  Affidavit 
Public  and  Thus  Exposes  One  of  the  Most  Infamous 
,  Deceptions  Ever  Perpetrated  On  the  Public 

[*\  (UAUA-UX.I.A     Sri-Cu44   :   >  V 

The     liquor     interests     an,d  their 
friends  for  a  number  of  years  have  cuIat,on  through  the  press, 
been   circulating  an   Anti-Prohibition         Wets  Could  Never  Produce 
declaration  credited  to  Abraham  Lin-     The  booze  interests  have  been  chal- 
coln.    The  most  common  version  of  lenged  repeatedly  to   prove   the  au- 
this   declaration   is   as   follows:  thenticity    of    this  Anti-Prohibition 

"Prohibition    will    work    great     declaration.     Of    course    they  have 


injury  to  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance. It  is  a  species  of  intemper- 
ance  itself  for  it  goes  beyond  the 
bounds  of  reason  in  that  it  at- 
tempts  to  control  man's  appetite 
by  legislation  and  in  making 
crime  out  of  things  that  are  not 
crimes.  A  prohibitory  law  strikes, 
a  blow  at  the  very  principles  on 
which  our  g  o  v  e  r  n  m  e  n  t*  was 
founded.  I  have  always  been 
found  laboring  to  protect  the 
weaker  classes  from  the  stronger 
and  I  can  never  give  my  consent 
to  such  a  law  as  you  propose  to 
enact.  Until  my  tongue  be  si- 
lenced in  death  I  will  continue 
to  fight  for  the  rights  of  men." 

Given  Wide  Publicity 

The  Association  Against  "  the  Pro- 
hi.  itiou  Amendment  ha-,  been  partic- 
ularly active  in  circulating  this  fake. 
-Ti^-^t-ii-vr  n  i-j,ifi[. j'! ,  Ltj  jlLuJ ii-^ixulax, 
letters.  Their  speakers  have  re- 
peated it  from  the  platform  and  oc- 
casionally some  one  of  the  more  prom- 
inent of  the  members  will  quote  it 
in  newspaper  interviews.  Bishop  j 
Gailor  recently  did  this  and  thereby 
this  base  slander  on  the  name  of 
Lincoln   was   given   nation-wide  cir- 


never  succeeded  in  doing  this  for  the 
simple  reason  that  Lincoln  never  said 
it  or  wrote  it.  Recently  it  was  ex- 
plained by  a  prominent  wet  leader 
that  Lincoln  made  the  statement  in 
the  Illinois  Legislature  when  a  Pro- 
hibition measure  was  before  that 
body  in  1839  and  at  which  time  he 
voted  against  the  proposed  Prohibi- 
tion law.  The  following  letter  from 
the  assistant  librarian  of  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  Library  under  date 
of  June  30,  1922,  is  fairly  good  evi- 
dence that  the  booze  apologist  made 
a  poor  guess. 

Illinois  State  Historical  Library, 
Springfield. 
June  30,  1922. 
Dr.  Albert  Porter, 
Westerville,  Ohio. 
Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  addressed  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  by  him  referred 
to  this  department  for  reply.  I 
beg  to  advise  that  we  can  find 
no  lecord  of  the  quotation  "Pro- 
hibition will  work  great  injury." 
in  any  of  the  newspapers  or  pub- 
lished speeches  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln.    In   the   Mouse  Journal  of 


18.59-40  there  is  a  mere  record  of 
the  vote  on  the  Murphy  bill,  no 
speeches  being  given,  nor  is 
there  anything  published  in  the1 
Springfield  papers  of  that  date. 

Phc  Anti-Saloon  League  and 
others  have  had  representatives 
go  over  the  files  in  this  office 
and  also  the  House  Journals  of 
that  date  but  as  above  stated  in 
none  of  the  material  in  this  li- 
brary that  we  hive  gone  over  do 
we  find  any  record  of  this  quo- 
tation. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Georgia  L.  Oisborn 
Assistant   Librarian.  Illinois 
State  Historical  Library, 

Drys    Find    Real    Author    of  Wets 
Creed 

The  Great  Emancipator  hated  the 
liquor  traffic.    He  himself  was  a  total 
abstainer  and  the  authenticity  of  his 
numerous     pronouncements  against 
the  traffic  and  in  favor  of  total  ab- 
stinence can  not  be  questioned.  But 
where   the   outlawed   iiquor  interests 
have  tailed  either  purposely  or  other- 
wise in  running  this  vicious  libel  to 
earth    an    aggressive  Prohibitionist 
and    student    of    Lincoln's    life  and 
writings.    Dr.   Duncan   C.   Milner  of 
Chicago,  lias  succeeded  and  has  pro- 
duced documentary  evidence  that  this 
so-called   Anti-Prohibition  statement 
of  Lincoln's  was  written  by  a  friend 
of  the  license  system.     It  has  been 
known    that   the   statement   made  its 
first    appearance    in    a    local  option 
campaign    in    Georgia   a   number  of 
years    ago.     Dr.    Milner's  evidence- 
squares  with  this  hitherto  one  known 
fact  in  connection  with  the  case. 
Sam  Small  Makes  Affidavit 
Dr.  Milner  in  reporting  his  findings 
to  -American  Issue  says: 

"Not  long  ago  I  met  Col.  Sam  W. 
Small,  the  noted  editor,  evangelist 
and  lecturer,  and  asked  him  if  he 
could  not  furnish  information  on  the 
subject."  He  said  he  was  in  the 
campcign  in  Atlanta  where  the 
speech  was  first  used  and  he  would 
make  his  affidavit,  to  the  facts.  Dr. 
Small's  affidavit  is  as  follows  : 

'"'"TliaT  in"  1887  be'lesTcied  in  tiie  ' 
city  of  Atlanta,  Ga„  and  engaged 
actively  in  the  Fulton  county  lo- 
cal option  campaign  of  that  year 
as  an  advocate  of  'no  sale'  of  in- 
toxicating  liquors;  that  during 
the  latter  days  of  that  campaign 
a  circular  was  issued  by  the  Anti- 
Prohibition  campaign  committee 
purporting  to  quote  Abraham 
Linccln  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit: 

FOR  LIBERTY— ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN'S  PROCLAMATION 

(A  picture  of  the  statue  of  Lin- 
coln  striking  off  the  shackles 


of  a  kneeling  negro  man.) 
"Prohibition    will    work  great 
injury    to   the   cause   of  temper- 
ance    It  is  a  specks  of  intemper- 
ance itself  for  it  goes  beyond  the 
bounds  of  reason  in  that  it  at- 
tempts to  control  man's  appetite 
by    legislation    and    in  making 
crimes  out  of  things  that  are  not 
crime    A  prohibitory  law  strikes 
a  blow  at  the  very  principles  on 
which   our   government  was 
founded.     I    have    always  been 
found    laboring    to    protect  the 
weaker  classes  from  the  stronger 
and  I  can  never  give  my  consent 
to  such  a  law  as  you  propose  to 
enact.     Until   my   tongue   be.  SJ- 
lenced  in  death  I   will  continue 
^0  (Vght  for  the  right,  ot  man. 
(Then  an   appeal   as  follows:) 
"Colored    voter!     He  appeals 
to  }ou  to  protect  the  liberty  he 
has    bestowed    upon    you.  Will 
you  go  back  on  his  advice?  Look 
to  your  rights!    Read!  Vote  for 
the  sale! 

"That  said  circular  was  lavishly 
distributed  among  the  colored  peo- 
ple of  the  city  and  had  powerful 
effect  in  determining  them  to  vote 
against  Prohibition. 

"That  the  Rev.  Sam  Jones,  Henry 
W.  Grady,  this  affiant  and  many 
other  speakers  then  openly  denounced 
the  purported  words  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  to  be  a  flagrant  forgery,  de- 
fied discovery  of  them  in  any  reported 
utterances  of  Lincoln,  and  offered  a 
reward  for  proof  of  their  genuineness 
but  no  one  offered  such  proof. 
Nevertheless  the  negroes  believed 
them  at  the  time  and  voted  almost 
unanimously  for  the  wet  cause  and 
gave  it  the  very  small  majority  it 
obtained. , 

'^That  some  time  after  the  excite- 
ment   of    the    campaign    had  disap- 
peared   this    affiant    in  conversation 
with  Col.  John  B.  Goodwin,  who  had ' 
been  the  director  of  the  Anti-Prohi- 
bition  forces  in  said  campaign,  was 
told  by  Col.  Goodwin  that  he  him- 1 
self  devised  the  circular  in  question, 
composed  the  alleged  words  of  Lm-j 
coin  so  as- to  attract  the  adhesion  of 


the  colored  voters  anu  uaa  aone  so 
because  to  win  them  was  the  forlorn 
hope  of  the  wets,  the  county  at  that 
time  being  under  a  Prohibition  law. 

"Col.  Goodwin  was  subsequently 
mayor  of  Atlanta  and  Grand  Sire  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  then  Grand  Scribe  of  the 
same,  located  in  Baltimore  where  he 
died  in  a  very  recent  year." 

The  above  affidavit  signed  by  Sam 
W.  Small  was  made  before  Notary 
Alan  B.  Frosire  in  the  county  of  Ar- 
lington, Va.,  June  6,  1922. 

Dr.  Milner  "says  that  Col.  Small  in 
sending  the  affidavit  stated:  "I  did 
not  realize  until  our  conversation  that 
the  rectification  of  that  roarback  was 
so  important  as  it  now  appears  to  be." 

This  ought  forever  to  kill  this  con- 
temptible lie  that  has  been  so  per- 
sistently circulated  by  the  booze  in- 
terests However,  they  have  so  little 
regard  for  truth  that  the  probabili- 
ties are  that  they  will  continue  to  re- 
peat it.  Those  who  revere  the  name 
of  Lincoln  whenever  they  see  this 
fake  Anti-Prohibition  statement  pub- 
lished or  whenever  they  hear  it  re- 
peated should  promptly  refute  it  with 
I  the  true  facts.' 

!  Let  it  be  known  that  it  was  written 
and  put  in  circulation  by  the  cam- 
paign manager  of  the  wet,,  Col.  John 
B.  Goodwin,  in  a  local  option  hght 
in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  1887. 
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Speaker  Refutes  Views  At- 
tr/buted  to  Him  by  Anti- 
Dry  Factions. 

P-HC 

exploded  by  snealcpr  ,  Linco'n  were 
fourth  SSv  .^"lrtt  at  the 
Military  Order  nffl    T      "ner  of  the 

Declaring  that  tjfi  , 
of  the  phrases  ittrih,  fnifre  thought 
on  the  subjecfof  Srohihf^  to  Lincoln 
from    LJncolnesque  0n.Were 
Small,  commander  0f ^,Pt\TSam 
Military  order  of  th*         ?aval  a"d 
«n  War,  said  the  av«^?lnl"h-An'eri. 
never  uttered  the  w^rils  V**  fres,dent 
with    saying    relhrdW  he  ls  quoted 
The  saying  attributed  t«  Tp.rohlbiti°n. 
been  used  within  the Is?  f  'nci"n  ha* 
advocates  of  modem/)™    T  days  bv 
stead   act,   and   a™   ^  of  the  Vol- 
J^^rlgCted  S  ' £r  ^° 
^wnrfe.  Goodwin  in  i8Vn,'nd  °f  c°'- 
where  a  bitter  poHtioii     ln  Atlanta, 
being:  waged  over  the £„M^est  was 
tlon.  1  lne  Prohibition  ques- 

^ShS^^uted  to  Lincbln 
said,  were  w  foTlow*?^'  £l.pt-  S™H 
work  great  injurvTo'the ™hibIU°n  wii 
Perance.    it  it  nJ  J?  the  cause  of  tem- 
ance  .within  /tsetf  for  If  °f  int^Per- 
the  bounds  of  reason     n^6  Deyo»d 
tempts  to  control  o  ^?;  -n  that  it  at- 
legislation  and  in  m?!^  "  a"Petite  b  - 
°f  things  that  are  not  i""  or,me"  out 
Whiter*  law  strikes  ?  w"mes-    A  Pro- 
Principles  on  whfch  „        at  tile  very 
was  founded."      °h  0UI"  Government 

rv,n,Don!eS  U-  D"  C"  Charge 

»2ffi  STSLSSf^  ^'procla: 

"Recently/Ve VaM  ?«Jth  to  re- 
able  lady  who  is  president   hat  estini- 
the  United  Daughters  of  tK&eneral  °« 
"acy,  crediting  some  authn*  C,0nfpfl- 
■mnatten,  charged   tw   ;  °f  mis" 


poSfeSia  ^ne^16  rection 
in?  by  them  of  thfhri;,the  °utr;i"- 
of  the  South,  therehv  rl P Iessu  women 
donment  of  '  ?  f?,rcJn?  the  aban- 
Southern  soldiers  battIefieId  by  the 
'-"or .  of  t&Z0%J°tJ&  ^  Pro- 

found  anywhere  in  hfLln^°,n  can  b<= 
words   or   htea   ,  ^character,  his 

wither  before  These  ™Can"ot  but 
wrote  into  the  ,  rds   that  he 

matten:  ■'Vnd  TPmanc'pation  Proda- 
the  people  so %L  *i% by  e"join  uPo" 
abstain  from  all  b°  free 

necessary  self/defense-  "nd  T^38  '-n 
"  end  to  them  that  in  J\i  1  rccom- 
allon-ed  thPi-  )Vk  '  J  ,  aU  cases  when 
sonable  wages.'  "      faJthfu»y  for  rea 


Lincoln  89  Years  Ago  Said 
Saloons  Would  be  Outlawed 


Dispute  Exists  as  to  His 
Views  on  Prohibition 
Question 

EIGHTY-NINE  years  ago  Abraham 
Lincoln  predicted  the  time  when 
there  would  be  neither  a  slave  nor 
a  legal  saloon  in  the  land. 

The  emancipator  lived  to  see  the 
time  when  his  first  prophecy  was  ful- 
filled, but  it  was  not  until  56  years 
after  the  abolition  of  slavery  that  in- 
toxicating liquors  were  prohibited  b.v 
amendment  to  the  federal'  constitu- 
tion. 

In  a  speech  before  the  Washington 
society  of  Springfield,  111.,  on  Feb.  22, 
1842,  Lincoln  is  reported  to  have  de- 
clared: 

"Whether  cr  not  the  world  would 
be  vastly  benefited  by  a  total  banish- 
ment from  it  of  all  Intoxicating  drinko 
seems  not  now  an  open  question 
Three-fourths  of  mankind  confess 
the  affirmative  with  their  tongues,  and 
I  believe  all  the  rest  acknowledge  it 
in  their  hearts.  Ought  any,  then,  re- 
fuse their  aid  In  doing  what  the  good 
of  the  whole  demands?" 

The  Other  Side 

On  the  other  hand,  "debunkers"  of 
Lincoln  as  a  prohibition  enthusiast 
have  recently  unearthed  an .  excerpt 
from  another  address,  in  which  Lin- 
coln was  reported  to  have  expressed 
strong  sentiment  against  prohibition 
This  ex.cerpt  is  quoted  as  follows: 

"Prohibition  will  work  great  injury 
to  the  cause  of  temperance.  It  is  a 
species  of  intemperance  within  itself, 
for  it  goes  beyond  the  bounds  of  rea- 
son, in  that  it  attempts  to  control  a 
man's  appetite  by  legislation  and 
makes  a  crime  out  of  things  that  are 
not  crimes.  A  prohibition  law  strikes 
a  blow  at  the  very  principles  on  which 
our  government  was  founded." 

Whether  Lincoln  actually  spoke  these 
words  is  a  matter  of  great  doubt,  ac- 
cording to  George  P.  Hambrecht,  Mad- 
ison, noted  collector  of  Lincolniana, 

Mr.  Hambrecht  points  out  that  in 
"Wet  Slanders  of  Abraham  Lincoln  Re- 
ported," Albert  Porter  says  that  Nicolay 
and  Hay,  Lincoln's  biographers,  have 
never  been  able  to  trace  the  quotation 
in  any  of  Lincoln's  letters,  speeches  or 
documents,  and  that  prominent  liquor 
journals,  on  challenge,  have  failed  to 
produce  any  verification  of  the  alleged 
utterance. 

Used  in  Campaign 

Investigation  by  Mr.  Hambrecht  has 
revealed  that  the  statement  attributed 
to  Lincoln  was  printed  in  1887  in  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  during  an  exciting  campaign 
to  close  the  saloons.  Hand  bills  were 
headed  in  large  letters,  "FOR  LIBER- 
TY, ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  PROCLA- 
MATION." Underneath  ■  was  a  picture 
of  a  Negro  kissing  Lincoln's  hand, 
which  was  shown  striking  off  the 
Negro's  shackles.  Below  this  was  print- 
ed the  quotation  in  which  Lincoln  was 
rpnnrtpd  as  denouncing  prohibition. 


In  his  book,  "Abraham  Lincoln,  an 
Apostle  of  Temperance  and  Prohibition," 
Samuel  Wilson  refers  to  the  statement 
as  "malicious  forgeries."  The  Rev.  Wil- 
liam F.  Crispin,  another  biographer,  al- 
so refers  to  it  is  "a  spurious  paragraph." 

Perhaps  the  strongest  proof  that  Lin- 
coln did  not  speak  the  words  attribut- 
ed to  him,  Mr.  Hambrecht  points  out, 
is  found  in  an  article  printed  by  the 
New  York  Times  on  March  14,  1926. 
An  explanation  of  the  affair  is  made  in 
the  following  excerpt  from  that  article: 

"Col.  John  B.  Goodwin,  a  man  of  in- 
fluence and  standing,  and  several  times 
mayor  of  Atlanta,  was  a  director  of  the 
wet  forces  and  there  are  affidavits  ex- 
tant that  he  has  since  stated  that  he 
himself  devised  the  circular  and  com- 
posed the  alleged  words  of  Lincoln,  so 
as  to  secure  the  adhesion  of  the  colored 
voters  and  had  done  so  because  to 
win  them  was  the  forlorn  hope  of  the 
wets." 
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LINCOLN  ON  PROHIBITION. 

In  1840  He' Called  It  "a  Species  of 
Intemperance  Within  Itself." 

To  the  Editor  of  The  New  York  Times: 

A  majority  of  the  people  of  our 
country  are  convinced  that  the 
Eighteenth  Amendment  was  a  mis- 
take and  that  national  prohibition 
must  be  abandoned.  Wisely  the  Pres- 
ident has  gone  beyond  his  party 
platform  in  recommending  that  the 
liquor  question  be  turned  back  to  the 
States.  In  due  time  we  may  expect 
the  necessary  legislation  to  be  enact- 
ed by  the  Congress  and  approved 
by  the  States. 

But  it  will  be  a  misfortune  if  this 
sad  adventure  is  not  taken  to  heart 
by  the  American  people;  first,  that 
prohibition  is  to  be  abandoned,  not 
merely  because  it  failed  to  prohibit, 
but  because  it  Is  contrary  to  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  free  govern- 
ment; and,  secondly,  that  we  were 
led  into  this  morass  by  men  whose 
intentions  were  good  but  whose 
thinking  was  crooked. 

Nearly  a  century  ago  the  relation 
of  prohibition  to  our  government  was 
set  forth  by  one  who   thought  as 
straight  as  any  man  this  country  has 
produced.  In  1840,  in  the  Illinois  Leg- 
islature, Abraham  Lincoln  said: 
Prohibition  will  work  great  in- 
jury to  the  cause  of  temperance. 
It   is   a   species   of  intemperance 
within  itself,  for  it  goes  beyond  the 
bounds  of  reason   in  that   it  at- 
tempts to  control  a  man's  appe- 
tite by  legislation,  and  makes  a 
crime  out  of  things  that  are  not 
crimes.   A  prohibition  law  strikes 
a  blow  at  the  very  principles  upon 
which  our  government  was  found- 
ed. (Journal  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 1840,  p.  136.) 
The  millions  of  words  printed  on 
this  subject  in  the  last  twelve  years 
add  little  to  this  clear  statement. 

The  wise  years  sift  both  causes  and 
men.  Lincoln  grows  in  stature  with 
the  passing  of  time.  For  not  only 
did  ha  think  straight,  but  his  con- 
clusions and  his  efforts  were  not  made 
futile  by  countervailing  weaknesses. 
And  in  this  lies  the  distinction  be- 
tween men  of  the  first  order  and 
those  of  the  second.  Since  his  day 
other  men  in  our  nation  have  shown 
great  qualities,  only  too  often  steril- 
ized by  great  weaknesses— ambition, 
vanity,  prejudice,  subservience  to  the 
counsel  of  weak  friends.  In  our  first 
line  of  great  Americans  George 
Washington  stands  alone.  It  is  worth 
while,  even  in  our  day,  to  test  our 
theories  by  the  measure  of  their 
thinking. 

Abraham  Lincoln's  thoughts  about 
government  and  prohibition  are  still 
a  better  guide  than  are  those  of 
Henry  Ford! 

HENRY  S.  PRITCHETT. 
Bad  Nauheim,   Germany,   Aug.  80, 

1932. 


fTHE  NEW 


YORK  TIMES,  SATURDAY^ 


March  17,  1933 


Mr,  Sarmel  Unt array er 
30  Pine  Street 
Hew  York  City- 
Dear  Wr.  Unterrayon 

The  copy  of  your  address  "Hobson*s  Choice  Between  Government 
Ownership  and  Banlrariiptcy  of  the  Railroads,*  which  you  kindly  had 
addressed  to  this  Co  piny,  found  its  way  to  ray  desk,    I  want  to  thank 
you  for  sending  it  and  to  congratulate  you  for  your  frankness. in 
discussing  a  very  vital  subject, 

I  am  particularly  interested  in  your  quotation  on  Page  13 
of  what  is  purported  to  he  a  statement  of  Abraham  Lincoln,    A  year 
ago  last  December  Ctoiigressraan  Louis  T.  Mc^adden  of  Pennsylvania  used 
this  same  quotation  in  a  speech  before  the  House,    One  of  his 
colleagues  afterward  claimed  that  Lincoln  never  riade  the  statement, 
Mr,  "c^adden  wrote  to  Dr,  Warren,  Director  of  our  Lincoln  Hist  rical 
Research  Foundation,  and  was  advised  that  this  gur  ported  statement 
was  not  from  a  Lincoln  letter  and  does  not  appear  to  be  an  expression 
of  Abrahara  Lincoln,    As  Dr.  Warren  says,  "It  is  not  .Lincoln's  way  of 
putting  things.    It  does  not  sound  like  him.  "    I  pass  this  along  to 
you  with  the  thought  that  it  raay  be  of  special  interest. 

Yours  very  truly, 


F.J.Travers 


Manager-Invest-, ?ent  Research  Division 


B  Fay  1944 


Dr. Louis  A. Warren, 

Lincoln!  National  Life  foundation, 

Port  *7ayne ,  Indiana 

"^ear  Doctor  Warren : 

Let  me  thank  you  for  .your  kindness  in  sending  witli  your  note 
of  the  5th  a  Photostat  positive  of  the  Currier  &  Ives  -print, 
also  a  negative  of  the  quotation  from  the  Rfeifr  York  Independent 
of  19  .January  1888,  nr.  d  conies  494  and  552  of  Lincoln  Lore. 

They  are  helnful  and  I  am  grateful. 

If  you  ever  succeed  in  getting  any  more  tangible  or  reliable 
correction  between  the  poster  distributed  during  the  Atlanta 
election  campaign  of  -  1887  antf  the  Small  affidavit  of  19 P.P.  1 
shall  be  happy  to  hear  of  it. 

An  affidavit  made  in  1922  -  granting  the  complete  ^ood  faith 
and  the  complete  command  of  memory  and  other"  faculties  -  about 
a  statement  made   "some  time  after  the  excitements  of  the  cam- 
paign" (but  at  no  specified  time)  that  dated  thirty-five  years 
before  is  worthy  of  consideration.  But  I  doubt  if  it  would  nor- 
mally be  accepted  as  proof  conclusive. 

I'm  none  the  less  annreciative  of  your  interest  and  of  the  heir 
you ' ve  gi  ven. 


fully  yours, 


F.Tr.Lydenberg 


Political  Advertisement 


Political  Advertisement 


Political  Advertisement 


Political  Advertisement 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  I 

Opponent  of  Prohibition 

"Prohibition  will  work  great  injury  to  the  cause  of  Temperance. 
It  is  a  species  of  intemperance  within  itself,  for  it  goes  beyond 
the  bounds  of  reason,  in  that  it  attempts  to  control  a  man's 
appetite  by  legislation,  and  in  making  crimes  out  of  things  that 


Voice  of  the  People  .  .  . 

CABIN  ILLUSTRATION 
CALLED  "SACRILEGIOUS" 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  News: 
May  I  solicit  space  in  your  popular 
paper  for  the  following? 

After  teaching  United  States  history 
to  young  people,  and  viewing  their 
reaction  of  how  highly  they  esteemed 
the  life  and  character  of  our  revered 
President  Abraham  Lincoln,  I  found 
it  sacrilegious  to  see  in  your  paper 
last  election  a  picture  of  a  log 
cabin  and  printed  beneath,  a  glaring 
quotation  accredited  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, concerning  liquor.  In  substance,  J 
the  quotation  attempted  to  prove  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  against  prohi- 
bition—the liquor  interests  appropri- 
ate the  common  meaning  of  this  word, 
—and  that  the  use  of  liquor  was  with 
his  approval.  ,  ' 

Feeling  the  statement  to  be  both 
misleading  and  untrue,  I  questioned 
the  signer  as  to  its  source.  This  was 
4  tm  years  ago.  I  was  told  it  was  taken 
j  from  an  old  magazine,  now  lost.  When 
the  familiar  nuotation  appeared  this 
year.  I  again  sought  another  signer 
for  its  origin.;  Promptly  and  empha- 
tically'my  request  .was  denied,  -  * 

Recently,  |£om~#llSriable  source,  I 
am  able  to  enlighten  your  readers 
how  it  came  about.  The  American 
Business  Man's  Research  Founda- 
tion in  Chicago  investigated  the  quo- 
tation and  discovered  that  Colonel 
Goodwin,  a  wet  leader,  originated  the 
remark  and  admitted  doing  so  toMon. 
Sam  Small,  a  famous  Atlantic  jauxn=. 
alist.  It  was  in  the  year- 1887,  when 
Colonel  Goodwin  first  used  the  (quo- 
tation portraying  falsely  Abraham 
Lincoln's  views  of  liquor. 

The  liquor  interests  immediately 
seized  upon  this  saying  and  have,  used 
it  all  these  59  years.  It  was  ke!  pt  in 
their  files  to  be  brought  forth  as  oc* 
casion  demanded.  The  truth  o: :  the 
statement  appears  never  to  be  veri- 
fied. As  previously  stated,  the  Ameri- 
can Business  Man's.  Research  Inun- 
dation uncovered  the  error. 

Carl  Sandburg  has  written  an  out- 
standing life  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
called  "Prairie  Years."  By  its  fidelity 
to  known  history,  as  well  as  its  ]  joetic 
style,  critics  consider  it  one  o  f  the 
best— if  not  the  most-excellent  biog- 
raohy  of  Lincoln  yet  written.  la  the 
chapter  entitled,  "The  Vogue  oi  Liq- 
uor" an  occasion  Is  cited  when  Lin- 
coln was  addressing  a  tempejrance 
meeting.  His  law  oartner  Bill  flern- 
don  and  a  hard  drinker,  was  ojne  of 
the  audience.  Mr.  Lincoln  said  in  his 
address,  "There  seems  ever  to  have 
been  a  pronsness  in  the  brillian  fc  and 
warm-blooded  to  fall  irito  this*  ,-i<je — 
the  demon  of  intemperanee  ever 
seems  to  have  delight  in  suckin  g  the 
blood  of. genius  and  of  genem  lis." 

Abraham  .Lincoln's  object'  in  life 
was  to  injure  no  man  but  to  blefss:  all 
mankind;  not  to  sponsor  enslave- 
ment, but  freedom.  '  ' 

FANNY  L.  WALTON 

'-  - — i  i  '    .  .'gL.-l  ■     MB  —     :  _  -'- 

KlWj<A'->.  \"iu^l|^  Yj-WO 


California  State  Brewers  Institute 


155  MONTGOMERY  STREET 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


THE  BILTMORE  HOTEL 

LOS  ANGELES 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


December  31,  1946 


Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Sirs: 


■mm  to*— 


1 «c  s 


I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  statement 
attributed  to  Abrham  Lincoln.    We  intend  using  it 
in  a  pamphlet  to  circulate  publicly,  and  would  like 
to  know  if  it  is  authentic. 


As  far  as  we  can  determine,  it  is 
alleged  to  be  a  forgery. 


We  would  appreciate  an  opinion  from 
you  as  to  its  authenticity.     If  it  isn't  too  much 
trouble,  we  would  like  to  hear  as  soon  as  possible 
as  the  pamphlet  is  being  held  up  pending  word  from 
you. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kindness  in 
this  matter,  I  remain 


Very  truly  yours, 


FM:m 
encl. 


F.  L.  filler 
Research  Department 


January  3, 


Mr.  P.L.  Miller 

155  Montgomery  Street 

San  Francisco,  California 

Bear  Mr.  Miller: 

The  quotation  attached  has  been  looked  upon  "by  all 
Lincoln  students  as  a  forgery  and  the  $opy  of  Lincoln  Lore 
enclosed  will  indicate  where  it  originated.     Mr.  John  ley, 
Lincoln's  secretary,  was  approached  with  respect  to  this  forgery 
and  this  is  his  comment,  as  I  copy  it  from  a  letter  before  me: 

*Beithe*  Mr.  Hioolay  nor  I  have  ever  coiae  across  this 
passage  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  works,  which  we  have  spent 
several  years  compiling."     Ydry  truly  yours, 

John  lay." 

I  trust  this  is  the  information  you  are  seeking. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:!® 
Fncs. 


Director 


BEER 


RILEY  3151 
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June  25,  19^8 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 

The  Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  quick  response  to  my 
question  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  prohibition 
statement  mentioned. 

I  shall  mail  a  copy  of  yourbletter  and  of  the  pro- 
hibition paragraph  of  the  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore  which 
you  enclosed  to  Mr.  Schmidt  at  Olympia,  Washington, 
and  will  do  what  I  can  in  my  next  monthly  bulletin 
to  stop  the  use  of  the  statement  in  this  state. 


Sincerely 


Henry  E.  Siebenmark 
Executive  Manager 


HES/bms 


"PROHIBITION  WILL  WORK  GREAT  INJURY  TO  THE  CAUSE  OF 
TEMPERANCE.  IT  IS  A  SPECIES  OF  INTEMPERANCE  WITHIN  ITSELF 
FOR  IT  GOES  BEYOND  THE  BOUNDS  OF  REASON,  IN  THAT  IT 
ATTEMPTS  TO  CONTROL  A  MAN'S  APPETITE  BY  LEGISLATION 
AND  MAKES  A  CRIME  OUT  OF  THINGS  THAT  ARE  NOT  CRIMES. 
A  PROHIBITION  LAW  STRIKES  A  BLOW  AT  THE  VERY  PRINCIPLES 
ON  WHICH  OUR  GOVERNMENT  WAS  FOUNDED. —Abraham  L.ncoln. 

THIS  WAS  A  PART  OF  A  SPEECH  MADE  BEFORE  THE  ILLINOIS 
LEGISLATURE  IN  1840;  THE  OCCASION  BEING  THE  DEBATE  OF 
THE  MURPHY  STATE-WIDE  PROHIBITION  Bi-L  WHICH  WAS  DEFEATED 
BY  A  VOTE   OF   78  TO  8. 


LIBERTY! 


mm 

|O0K  TO  YOUR  RIGHTS I  READ  MB  ACT ! 





'Prohibition  will  work  great  injury  to'the  cause  of  temperance,  It  is  a  species  of 
^temperance  within  itself,  for  it  goes  beyoiid  the  bounds  of  reason,  in  that  it  attempts  to 
control  a  man's  appettt'e  by  legislation  and  in  making  crime's  out  of  things  that  are  not, 
crimes.  A  prohibitory  law  strikes  a  blow  at  the  very  principles  on-  which  our  Government 
viss  founded."  I  have  always  been  found  laboring  to' protect  the  weaker  classes  from  the 
stronger,  and  I  can  never  give  my  consent  to  such  a  law  as  you  propose  to  enact.  Until  my 
tongue  be  silenced  in  death  I  will  continue  to  fight  for  the  rights  of  man." 


Colored  voter,  he  appeals  to  you  to  protect  the  liberty 
he  has  bestowed  upon  you.   Will  you  go 
back  on  his  advice 


j  \ 


A>T  INPAMOUS  WHISKEY  FOEGEEY. 

The  anti-prohibitionists  of  Atlanta  sent  out  a  j 
partood  among  the  colored  people  of  the  city  | 
just  before  the  election,  representing  Abraham 
Lincoln  striking  off  the  shackles  from  the  slave,  I 
and  giving  a  pretended  extract  from  one  of  his 
addresses,  warning  them  against  prohibition. 
We  give  a  facsimile  of  the  picture  and  reading- 
matter,  photographed  from  the  original. 

It  is  needless  to  say  to  our  readers  that  the 
so-called  "advice"  of  Lincoln  was  a  base  for-] 
gery,  and  that  he  never  uttered  any  such  senti-j 
ment.    On  the  contrary,  he  was  a  consistent 
total  abstainer  and  an  avowed  enemy  of  the 
saloon.    This  only  shows  the  infamous  nature  ! 
of  the  traffic,  and  the  desperate  measures  its 
minions  resort  to  in  order  to  defeat  the  onward 
march  of  prohibition.    The  negroes  honor  and 
revere  the  very  uame  of  Lincoln.    His  senti-l 
ments  are  law  and  gospel  to  them.    Surely  he 
who  was  the  instrument  in  God's  hands  of  de- 
livering them  from  the  bondage  of  slavery,  would 
not  lead  them  into  another  bondage  worse  than 
death.   They  had  no  means  to  disprove  the  pre-! 
tended  "advice,"  and  almost  in  a  mass  they! 
worked  and  voted  against  prohibition,  which 
would  "take  away  their  liberties."    But  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  not  against  prohibition.    He  was, 
the  outspoken  friend  of  temperance.    He  looked 
forward  to  the  day  when  there  should  not  he  a  j 
dram-shop  in  the  land.    Here  is  an  extract  from 
one  of  his  addresses : 

"Of  our  political  revolution  of  1776  we  are  jus'ly 
proud.    It  has  given  us  a  degree  of  political  freedom  I 
far  exceeding  that  of  any  other  nation  of  the  earth.  In 
it  the  world  has  found  a  solution  of  the  long-mooted  ' 
problem  as  to  the  capability  of  man  o  govern  himself. 
In  it  was  the  germ  which  has  vegetated,  and  still  is  to  j 


.uus  very  near  uue  commercial  metropolis  ot  tbe  State. 
:t  is  dotted  all  over  with  little  hamlets,  each  one  having 
ts  post-office  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people  in 
he  vicinity.  The  post-offices  of  the  county  are  thirty- 
hree  in  number,  and  about  two-thirds  of  them  are 
;ept  by  saloon-keepers— not  enough  to  go  around  in  a 
ection  where  there  are  more  saloons  than  school- 
louses  and  churches  combined,  but  far  more  than  ought 
o  be  in  such  places.  It  seems  that  this  class  of  people 
vere  far  more  successful  in  their  quest  of  post-offices 
ban  any  other  class.  There  is,  from  a  political  point 
>f  view,  some  reason  for  this.  The  saloon  is  a  very  im- 
>ortaut  factor  in  the  political  field,  of  the  county.  I 
im  told  that  no  headway  can  be  made  herein  running 
or  office  unless  the  greater  part  of  the  work  is  done  in 
he  saloons." 

•The  writer  speaks  of  a  drunken  row  of  which 
le  was  the  unwilling  witness  in  one  of  these  sa- 
oon  post-offices  on  his  arrival  in  the  town. 
Ee  says : 

J  "  The  bar  from  which  liquor  is  sold  and  the  boxes  of 
ihe  post-office  are  in  the  same  room,  and  only  a  few 
feet  apart.  Aside  from  the  personal  danger  to  every 
ane  in  the  room  during  the  continuance  of  the  quarrel, 
L,he  stench  arising  from  liquor,  tobacco,  and  foul  stom- 
ichs,  and  the  volleys  of  profanity  and  obscene  epithets 
were  unendurable." 

Then  follow  descriptive  notes  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  post-offices  located  in  saloons  in  close  prox- 
imity to  the  bars,  and  kept  by  the  saloon-keep- 
ers, by  authority  of  the  United  States  as  post- 
masters. We  have  not  space  for  the  details,  but 
they  reveal  a  most  disgraceful  state  of  affairs, 
with  beer-kegs  and  mail-bags,  bars  and  letter- 
boxes, with  drinkers,  smokers,  obscenity,  and  pro- 
fanity intermingling,  and  into  the  midst  of 
which  women,  children,  and  reputable  men  are 
obliged  to  go  to  obtain  the  mail  matter.  Such  a 
state  of  affairs  in  connection  with  the  United 
States  Post-office  Department  is  a  scandal  to 


RESURRECTING  A  DEAD  LIE. 


All  remember  how  in  the  Atlantic  campaign,  hundreds 
of  negro  votes  were  gained  to  the  "wets"  by  a  canard 
about  Lincoln.  The  lie  was  at  once  nailed,  but  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Pittsburg  Dispatch  shows  that  it 
was  made  to  do  duty  again  in  the  Pennsylvania  cam- 
paign.   Here  is  the  paragraph: 

Considerable  indignation  exists  among  the  amend- 
ment workers  in  regard  to  a  placard  issued  by  the  Anti- 
Prohibition  Committee,  containing  the  quotation  attribu- 
ted to  Abraham  Lincoln:  "Prohibition  will  work  great 
injury  to  the  cause  of  temperance."  Secretary  Leslie  and 
others  at  amendment  headquarters  said  they  doubted 
whether  Lincoln  ever  uttered  such  words.  Persons 
familiar  with  his  speeches  had  been  unable  to  recall  such 
an  utterance  anywhere. 

At  the  anti-amendment  headquarters  the  statement 
was  made  that  the  words  had  been  spoken  by  Lincoln  in 
a  speech  made  while  he  was  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
Legislature.  The  quotation  is  printed  on  the  back  of  the 
cards  scattered  all  over  town  yesterday  announcing  Miss 
Kate  Field's  lecture.  Miss  Field  was  asked  if  she  could 
give  the  time  and  place  where  Lincoln  used  the  words. 
She  said  she  could  not  do  so  here,  but  was  sure  she  could 
do  it  readily  if  she  had  her  books  and  papers  with  her. 

Here  is  what  Abraham  Lincoln,  speaking  of  the  tri- 
umph of  temperance,  did  actually  say: 

By  it  no  orphans  starving,  no  widows  weeping;  by  it 
none  wounded  in  feeling,  none  injured  in  interest — even 
the  dram-maker  and  dram-seller  will  have  glided  into 
other  occupations  so  gradually  as  never  to  have  felt  the 
change,  and  will  stand  ready  to  join  all  others  in  the  uni- 
versal song  of  gladness. 

This  is  a  quotation  from  his  first  public  address,  which, 
it  rejoices  our  heart  to  know,  was  a  temperance  speech. 
Any  one  wishing  to  verify  this  quotation  can  secure  the 
speech  entire  by  sending  ten  cents  to  Mrs.  G.  C.  Smith, 
Springfield,  111.  It  would  be  well  to  send  it  to  Kate  Field, 
that  she  may  no  more  plead  ignorance  concerning  the 
sentiments  of  the  man  who  would  not  offer  wine  in  his 
house,  even  when  brought  there  by  friends  to  celebrate 
his  nomination  to  the  presidency. 


"Law  must  protect  and  conserve  right  things, 
and  punish  wrong  things,  and  if  there  is  any 
evil  in  this  land  that  threatens  society  or 
individuals  more  than  another,   it  is  the  liquor 
traffic.   —  1353" 

"After  reconstruction,  the  next  great  question 
will  be  the  overthrow  of  the  liquor  traffic 
^pril  13,  1865" 


0> 

Id 


